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Welcome to the Ohio Women’s Affordable Housing Network’s
(OWAHN) inaugural newsletter. OWAHN was formed in September
2019 by a group of passionate ladies dedicated to OWAHN’s mission
of empowering women in the affordable housing industry! Here we are
1.5 years and a pandemic later embarking on some exciting new
initiatives and proud of all that we’ve accomplished to-date.

OWAHN.ORG

How can we best serve you? Please
take 1-3 minutes to fill out our
membership survey and let us know!

MEMBER SURVEY

We all know 2020 brought a whole host of hardships, but it also
brought new perspectives, new technologies and renewed
appreciations for things we never imagined we could miss. Personal
interactions are by far at the top of the list- so we are excited to
announce our first of the 2021 in-person networking events...we are
beyond ready!
Pay Equity awareness was our theme for 2020, and we are excited at
the progress that has been made in this area, as well as helping to
bring this issue to a national audience (more on that in the coming
months)! But we are especially excited for 2021, as we’ve been
focusing on professional growth and development. Because it is
always a good time to work on YOU. We think seeing women in our
industry grow and thrive is what it is all about- because when more
women are at the table- EVERYONE WINS!
While OWAHN may have had a pivot and a pinot or two along the way
(hello Quarantinis ), we kept moving forward with our mission to bring
together women and men across our industry to learn, share and
network! But there is still plenty to do…

Millie Hurtt, President of the Board of Directors

What's Happening at OWAHN

2021 is our year! Women are leading in ways we never have before
and we are excited to use 2021 as the year when we start to build the
tools we need to excel. Our Events Committee has been hard at work
trying to craft opportunities for all of our members to learn how to lean
into those hard discussions (salary negotiations - yikes!) while also
focusing on ways to make our virtual presence pop (we see you
LinkedIn) and manifesting our personal goals and visions. All of this
while we continue to conquer not only the board room but also lead
our families and communities. What can't we do!
While we might not fully know what 2021 has in store for us from an
events perspective, we do know that our membership base is doing
AMAZING things and we want to support you where we can!
And when you get to where you're going,
turn around and help her too.
For there was a time, not long ago, when
she was you.

Check out what we're working on:
Salary Negotiations
Personal Financial Advisor- Do I Need One? How Do I Find One?
In-Person Networking & Learning
Please be sure you are signed up for our constant contact and follow
us on LinkedIn so you know what's coming soon.

OWAHN Mix & Mingle
Thursday, June 24 @ 4:30p.m.
Bravo Lennox Town Center
1803 Olentangy River Rd, Columbus, OH 43212
Join us for our first, in person, happy hour event for 2021 to meet up
with fellow industry partners! This event will be held on the patio at
Bravo Lennox Town Center. We hope to see you there!

Ohio Housing Council Golf Outing
September 10, 2021
OWAHN will be attending the OHC Golf Outing this fall, we hope to
see you there. Keep an eye out for emails about opportunities for
gatherings at driving ranges and golf lessons as we prepare to hit
the links!

Join Our Newest Committee!

Through our newly formed Community Engagement Committee
OWAHN seeks to engage, support and serve mission-oriented causes
while bringing together the collective passions and resources of our
members to serve the communities in which we live and work. We aim
to provide welcoming opportunities for volunteer and community
service that embrace the diverse ideas and knowledge and cultures of
our members and the communities we serve.
Let us know your ideas - WE ARE SEEKING ACTIVE MEMBER
PARTICIPATION TO MAKE THIS NEW COMMITTEE A SUCCESS!
Do you want to join our committee?
Have ideas for local and regional events?
Do you know of a property in need of specific donations (food drive,
blanket drive, summer camp scholarships?
Please reach out to Katie Giillespie.(kgillespie@ndconline.org) to get
involved.

OWAHN was formed by women to serve all
women in the affordable housing industry.
Our membership is as diverse as the
communities we serve and the projects we
implement.
We want to be sure we are serving all of our
members, so please take a moment to fill
out our membership survey!

CLICK HERE

What company do you work for and what is your role there? I am
a Senior Developer with Pennrose building Pennrose’s portfolio in
the Midwest. Pennrose has been active in real estate development
for 50 years. Our motto is “Bricks & mortar, heart & soul” we like
projects that not only provide housing but create homes. Pennrose
has been a designated redeveloper in over 80 municipalities and
regularly helps cities transform underutilized sites into thriving
mixed-use economic development engines.

"The most
impactful and
transformative
projects require
the vision and
investment of
multiple parties"

Amber Seely-Marks
Senior Developer, Pennrose
Cincinnati, Ohio

Connect with Amber on LinkedIn!

Want to nominate someone to be featured in
our Member Spotlight?
Email us! hello@OWAHN.org

What motivates you to wake up and go to work in the affordable
housing industry? I love that in creating affordable housing – I can
do what I’m good at to create systemic change. It’s a way for the
personal satisfaction I feel when I geek out on Excel Proforma
jujitsu to translate into tangible buildings where real live people in
need find stable housing. It’s so much more rewarding than selling
products or returning profits to shareholders.
Why did you join OWAHN? My 3.5 year old daughter is really into
My Little Pony right now and I’m embarrassed to admit that the
theme song makes me tear up! “I used to wonder what friendship
could be, until you all shared its magic with me… what a wonderful
wonder friendship brings.” Finding ways to connect with one
another in a male dominated industry, when I’m often the only
female face on the zoom call, means a lot to me. I look forward to
the camaraderie, empathy and broader perspective OWAHN
events provide.
What do you want OWAHN Members to know about your work
and what projects are you passionate about? I am passionate
about projects where we, as the developer, are standing behind
and building up the vision of a community rooted partner or service
organization. The best ideas rarely come from developers alone.
The most impactful and transformative projects require the vision
and investment of multiple parties.
What are the benefits of women supporting women in the
Affordable Housing Industry? Women supporting women in any
industry makes the entire workforce stronger. Women are able to
recognize and appreciate the effort involved in “leaning in” and
sometimes just knowing that someone SEES you makes all the
difference.
What have you taken away from this pandemic situation? There
isn’t actually a limit on the amount of chocolate covered almonds I
can stress eat.

OWAHN would not be possible but for the support from our members
and corporate sponsors. Each quarter we want to highlight our
corporate sponsors, and thank them for supporting our mission and
Women in Affordable Housing!

Does your organization want to become a
Corporate Sponsor?
CLICK HERE for more information
or contact hello@owahn.org

Ohio Capital Corporation for Housing (OCCH) is a nonprofit financial
intermediary based in Columbus, Ohio that works with private and
public developers to create affordable housing opportunities using the
Low Income Housing Tax Credit program. Since 1989, OCCH has
invested more than $5 billion in the construction, rehabilitation, and
preservation of affordable housing; creating economic opportunities,
stable communities, and empowering those most in need.
The organizations' mission is to advance the preservation, production,
and management of affordable housing through collaborative
partnership and innovative thought leadership.
Learn more about OCCH and how they have been Transforming Lives
& Impacting Communities

Do you know about our

Women's Affordable Housing Network is
growing!
Have you checked out our sister organization and its chapters?
The Women's Affordable Housing Network (WAHN) has 3 formal
chapters: Atlanta, North Carolina, and Indiana; all of which are doing
amazing things for their members (and ours).
Check out the WAHN website below to learn more about what they're
up to, and follow them on LinkedIn!
Women's Affordable Housing Network (Homepage)

